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ALHAMDULILLAH! First and foremost I’d like to thank Almighty ALLAH for all HIS blessings. 
 

Last year we garnered two sweet victories by successfully hosting our Ladies’ Night and then the Annual Gala Event. 

With your tremendous support, both of them turned out to be sold out events. These successes taught us to quit 

worrying about negative forces and start counting the jewels of humanity that are all around us and start recognizing 

each good thing they have to offer. 

We initiated the year 2019 with our WinterFest which was held on 24th February at the IIT and we witnessed a 

phenomenal success which exceeded even our wildest expectations. It was another sensational hit for CSMA. This 

being a milestone year for CSMA, your support and encouraging words truly move and motivate us. Thank you! 

A conversation isn’t just you talking to yourself – it goes both ways and I really appreciate all those who emailed, 

messaged, phoned and expressed to me directly their compliments/comments regarding our first issue of Voice of 

CSMA Newsletter. Based on your feedback, I’ve brought in the changes in this 2nd issue and sincerely hope you 

might enjoy reading it as much as I enjoyed writing it. 

CSMA had its AGM on 27th January and after being elected as the President for the 25th year, I quoted the French 

Algerian novelist and philosopher Albert Camus in my acceptance speech. I said, “Don’t walk behind me, I may 

not lead; Don’t walk in front of me, I may not follow; Just walk beside me and be my friends”. 

And now I repeat the same words to all of you; Come and join CSMA and as friends, let’s take the walk together and 

make this journey a memorable one.   

As long as we are united, Certainly Sri Lankan Muslims can Achieve! 
 

“Ya ALLAH! In YOU we have placed our trust, and to YOU do we turn in repentance, for unto YOU is the end of 

all journeys.” (60:4)  
      

 

Fi Amanillah! 
 

Fareez Farook, President, CSMA 

RANDOM RUMINATIONS...... (EDITOR’S CORNER) 

 

“SADAQATHUL  JARIYAH” 

 

DONATE TOWARDS WELL PROJECTS IN THE 

 

REMOTE AREAS OF SRI LANKA 
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CSMA’s 5th Annual WinterFest 
“Fareez Farook” 

Only a few days before CSMA’s WinterFest, the snow has been falling heavily all day, a record-breaking downfall that 

collected in steep drifts along the roadside. A friend of mine complained that his ice-covered windshield wipers were 

barely keeping up and the driver’s side window was a blur of snow, ice and condensation. That was the kind of weather 

that ought to keep otherwise sensible folks indoors and off the roads.  

And then Environment Canada issued wind warnings for much of southern Ontario including Toronto and wind guests 

of up to 120 km/h were expected on the 24th of February, the day WinterFest was held at IIT. Since the previous night 

the vendors started calling me to find out if we’ll go ahead with the event and I assured them whether rain or shine, In 

Sha ALLAH, the event will be held.  

They say that life is what happens when you make other plans but people often forget that when you refuse to accept 

anything the best, In Sha ALLAH, often you will get it. All of us from CSMA are still overwhelmed, how ALLAH in HIS 

infinite wisdom choose to dismantle the much dreaded storm into nothing.  

It was purely due to the blessings of Almighty ALLAH that we received the commitment of 10 food vendors, 14 non-

food vendors, 3 major and 13 minor sponsors way ahead of our preparations for the event. A record number of 

(approximately more than 800) people attended the event this year. All the vendors I talked to were happy to admit that 

they have made profits and have expressed their willingness to participate in our next event as well. 

 

Event commenced after the Dhuhar prayer and lasted till 7 pm. A fair amount of people were seen lingering around with 

their families and friends even till the last hour. In addition to our routine entries, we introduced a Bubble Event this year 

which turned out to be a major hit with the kids. The joy and glee of the youngsters generated the vibes of merriment 

among all the attendees and we were able to notice the parents having stress-free conversations with their 

acquaintances.    

Sri Lanka’s new Consul General Mr. Kapila Jayaweera attended the event and when informed about our charity project, 

he was so impressed that right away he accepted my request to deliver a brief address.  
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For the past four years CSMA’s WinterFest has become a much anticipated 

event due to its potency to bring our community together. At the event one 

of my friends told me that his youngest daughter looks forward to 

WinterFest each year and on the day of the event, she woke up early and 

was after him to get out of the house. At the event, when we adorned her 

with a volunteer tag, she was asking her Dad in an innocent tone whether 

she deserves it. It melts my heart when I hear & witness incidents such as 

these and it amazes me that CSMA could hold sway with it gentle yet firm 

grasp over the minds of young as well as old alike.  

MaashaALLAH! When I left the venue at 7.30 pm, there was no sign of a 

storm other than a loud sound emanating from a stronger than usual wind. 

In fact, it sounded to me like the grumbling of a defeated & desolate 

soul! 

“They plan, and ALLAH plans. Surely, ALLAH is the Best of 

planners.” – [Quran, 8:30]   

 

  

  

 

“Laughter could be the sun that hurls winter from the human face” 
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CSMA Ladies Night 

“Ameera Rushdi” 

CSMA held its first annual Ladies Night on the 23rd of September 2018 at the Grand Cinnamon Banquet and 

Convention Centre.  This fall themed event was an evening of elegance, glamour, entertainment and great food.  It 

was a sold-out event and was welcomed with open arms by all the ladies in the community who attended it. 

The event kicked off right on time with the qirat recitation and the singing of the national anthem.  The evening that 

followed was an evening to remember by all those who attended. The evening was filled with dance performances, 

table games, a fashion show and songs, old and new, sung by our MC and entertainer Melani Miguel, in four 

languages that kept the guests entertained and requesting for more throughout the evening. There were also food 

and shopping vouchers, gifts and prizes galore thanks to our amazing sponsors who were exclusively females in 

our community, and more than half the guests left with at least one gift. 

 

 

The food was also another factor than 

contributed to this much talked about event. 

The dinner was prepared by non-other than 

Chef Ansar Mohideen, and it included 

traditional Sri Lankan dishes like fried 

chicken, green peas and cadju and eggplant 

moju and of course watalappan, without 

which no Sri Lankan event meal is complete. 

The evening eventually came to an end and 

guest took home gifts and memories in the 

form of pictures taken at the photo booth.  All 

the guests left with smiles on their faces after 

enjoying an evening filled with fun and 

laughter. The biggest question on all guests’ 

lips as they were leaving was “when is the 

next ladies night going to be held?”.  We can 

conclude by saying the first CSMA Ladies 

Night was and astounding success and it was 

truly an evening to remember. 

 

 

 

 

 

“Women are 

the largest 

untapped 

reservoir of 

talent in the 

world”  
Hillary Clinton 
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CSMA Board of Directors – 2019 
 

 Fareez Farook  - President/ Editor 
  

 Azmi Sheriff  - Vice President 
  

 Riyaz Rauf   - Secretary  
  

 Rushdi Barakatullah - Treasurer 
  

 Azeem Sulaiman - Auditor 
  

 Firoza Cassim  - Dir. of Women Affairs 
  

 Ameera Rushdi - Dir. of Women Affairs 
  

 Fiaz Sulaiman  - Dir. of Youth Affairs & 

     IT Operations 
  

 Shamil Aziz  - Dir. of Youth Affairs & 

        IT Operations 

 Shazna Imtiaz  - Assistant Secretary 
 

 Sarah Jaleel  - Assistant Treasurer 
 

 Shukri Fahmy  - Committee Member 
 

 Mohammed Haniffa - Committee Member 
 

 Mohammed Zawahid - Committee Member 
  

 Imthiaz Jaleel  - Committee Member 
  

 Abdul Imthiyaz  - Committee Member 
 

 Mohamed Shahabdeen- Committee Member 
  

 Aziza Farook  - Committee Member 
 

 Marzouk Rauf  - Committee Member 
 

 Omar Farook  - Committee Member 
  

 Zafran Hilur  - Committee Member 
 

 

BULLETIN BOARD 
 

Upcoming CSMA Events – 2019 

 Ifthar Event  - 18th May, 2019 

(Commando Blvd.) 

 

 CSMA ExCo Gathering- Tentatively early

      June 

 

 Interfaith Event  - Tentatively end of   

   June 

 

 CSMA Ladies’ Night - Tentatively in Sept. 

 

 Gala Dinner  - December 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you’d like to share anything 

interesting about CSMA, please send 
them to the email above. If you 

have any rare CSMA related photos 
please attach them too and we’ll 

print them in our next issue.  
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TORONTO – Known & Unknown Facts 

 

 

or the past 3 years, since we moved to Meadowvale & Ellesmere, I always wanted to visit the Scarborough 

Historical Society located at Meadowvale & Kingston but that visit never occurred. Couple of months back, on a 

lazy evening, when I just finished reading a book and was in the transitory phase prior to setting foot on another 

literary adventure, I decided to pay a visit to this building. There I met an old gentleman who introduced himself as Henry 

Faulkner and I teased him by saying “not William Faulkner, right?”. He smiled and said “no, but we share the same last 

name. By the way, do you know it’s in Toronto, during the first world war that Bill Falkner transformed himself into William 

Faulkner” (to those who don’t know, Faulkner is one of the most celebrated writers in American literature and won the 

Nobel prize for literature in 1949). Thus started a conversation that stretched over two hours. Henry is a walking 

encyclopedia and within those two hours he filled me with information covering so many subjects. 
 

We live in this great city called Toronto and call it our home but it’s a shame that we possess only a superficial knowledge 

of it. My conversation with Henry led me on a quest to search more about Toronto and let me know if you enjoy it. 
 

F 

 

 Hollywood North, The Megacity, Hogtown, Muddy York, TO, 
The T-dot, The 416, The 6. This great city we live in has been 
called a lot of things. To this day the most commonly known 
theory is that Toronto originated from a Huron word for meeting 
place. This seems reasonable on the face of it; after all, the 
Hurons used to live in these parts and they certainly could have 
met here.  

 
In fact, it’s virtually certain that the name “Toronto” is rooted in 
the Mohawk language and in a location about 130 kilometres 
north of the present city. Historical evidence tells us that the 
term is from the Mohawk “Tkaranto,” meaning “where there are 
trees standing in the water.” It originally referred to the Narrows 
at Orillia, where Lake Simcoe empties into Lake Couchiching 
and where natives had for centuries placed saplings in the 
water to trap fish. 

  

 Back at the height of the 

Cold War, TTC subway 

tunnels were seriously 

considered for use as a 

possible fallout shelter in 

the event of an attack on 

Toronto or neighbouring 

cities like Detroit or Buffalo.  

 Toronto is the only Canadian city with 

representation in 7 major league sports. 

The Rogers Centre is the first stadium in 

the world to have a fully retractable roof. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs have the 

largest fan base in the NHL, even though 

they have not won a Stanley Cup since 

1967. Other Toronto teams include: 

Raptors (Basketball), Argonauts 

(Football), Blue Jays (Baseball), Marlies 

(Hockey), Rock (Lacrosse), and FC 

(Soccer). 

 The multicultural population of the GTA is expected to reach 9 
million people by 2036. 
 

 Toronto welcomes over 40 million visitors annually, with an 
overall visitor spending of $7.2 billion during their visits. 

http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/earth-sciences/geography-boundary/geographical-name/geoname-origins/5697


 
                        

 

“The Ego is a veil between humans and ALLAH. In prayer all of us are equal.” 

AL-SEYLAN 

MAY 2019 - VOICE 2 

“Voice Of CSMA” 
 

Website: www.csmaontario.org Email: alseylan.csma@gmail.com Editor: Fareez Farook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 100 library branches across the city which are open 
for approximately 270,816 hours, with an estimated 
19.3 million visits, 6.3 million workstation uses and 
1.5 million wireless sessions. Toronto libraries 
receive 26.3 million virtual visits for online library 
services. 

 The PATH is the largest continuous underground 
shopping mall in North America, featuring over 1200 
stores. According to Guinness World Records, 
PATH is the world’s largest underground walkway 
with a total of 29 km (18 miles) of retail space. The 
PATH connects 50 office towers, 5 subway stations, 
six hotels and one railway terminal. 

 

 People have lived in Toronto since shortly after the last ice age. The urban community dates to 1793 when 

British colonial officials founded the Town of York on what was then the Upper Canadian frontier. That village 

grew to become the City of Toronto in 1834, and through its subsequent evolution and expansion, Toronto has 

emerged as one of the most livable and multicultural urban places in the world. 

 There are 301 measurable days of sunshine in Toronto. December has the fewest days (19), while July/August 
have the most days (30). 

 Toronto is 76.5 metres above sea level, with the highest point being the intersection at Steeles and Keele at 209 

metres. 

 Toronto has a total of 9,520 streets & over 10 million trees. 

 Over 180 languages and dialects are spoken in the city & almost 25% of Canada's population lives within a 160 

km radius of Toronto. 

 Around 300,000 people pass through Union Station on standard business days. 

 Around 25% of Hollywood movies are actually filmed in Toronto. 

 Approximately half of Toronto's population was born outside of Canada. 

  

 

 The pacemaker, is a life-saving device created by 

Winnipeg engineer John Hopps, who developed the 

first cardiac pacemaker in 1950 based on research 

from Dr. Wilfred G. Bigelow and Dr. John C. Callaghan 

at the Banting Institute in Toronto. Hopps and Bigelow 

benefited from their work in more ways than one: 

according to the National Research Council, both later 

received pacemakers. 

 The Toronto Islands is the largest urban car-free 

community in North America. 

 The top five visible minority groups in Toronto are 

South Asians (13% of the population), Chinese (11%), 

Black (9%), Filipino (6%) and Latin American (3%). 
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Gala Dinner – December, 2018 

“Fareez Farook” 

 
 

n 8th December, 2018, Grand Cinnamon Banquet Hall was well-lit to receive the guests for CSMA’s 24th annual 

gala dinner. Little did Ruwan (the owner) & Rishi (the manager) realize that for the first time all their glittering 

electrical accessories are going to be defeated by the bright smiles adorned by the dazzling crowd of our Sri 

Lankan community. Scintillating ladies in their Salwars & Sarees with well-dressed men literally owned the banquet hall 

throughout the night with their dashing personalities.  

Year after year, our Gala Dinner event is a sell-out story. This is one event that really doesn’t have to worry too much 

about self-promotion. Our initial target was only 250 guests but due to popular demand it was increased to 300 and 

similar to last year all the tickets were sold out well before the deadline. We were so happy to find out that this wonderful 

and meaningful event gathered so many participants of all ages from kids to senior citizens.  

O 

 

Canadian anthem was rendered live by Anisha Barie and everyone was 

stunned by the ethereal beauty of her voice. Relying solely on her voice without 

any accompanying instruments, that was one of the best renditions of ‘Oh! 

Canada!’ I’ve ever heard. Based on the operatic quality of her vocal tone, she’s 

apt to be named the Nightingale of Sri Lankan community. 

 

Azmi Sheriff delivered the president’s speech 

and it was followed by a motivational speech 

titled ‘Legacy of CSMA’ by the Secretary, 

Fareez Farook. Dr. Basel Barie was conferred 

the 5th Annual Community Service Award of 

CSMA. Outgoing Consular General Mr. U.L.M. 

Jauhar was awarded a plaque for his service to 

the community at large.    
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The speeches and the award ceremony were 

interspaced with early bird and other prizes. 

Ibrahim Mehru MC’d  the event with three groups of 

entertainers enthralling the audience for the night. 

The first to perform was an Arabic folk troupe which 

was then followed by the Indian Bhangra dancers. 

The final performance was by the Malay group of ten 

artists.  

Chef Ansar Mohideen took special care in the 

preparation of the food and it was highly appreciated 

by all those of who attended. 

 

Guests were gripped with such a strong camaraderie with 

each other that after dinner socialization extended in spite 

of the late hours and stretched past the midnight. 

Alhamdulillah, CSMA’s annual gala dinner was a major 

hit to such a grand scale that compliments are pouring in 

even after several weeks have gone by. What a 

testament to the great teamwork…!  

Given this is the 25th year of CSMA, tighten your seat 

belts and get ready, folks! It’s going to be an exciting 

rollercoaster ride this year! 
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We have a Winner! 

We are pleased to 

announce that the 

proud winner of our 

Crossword Puzzle of 

the last issue is 

Yunus Hassan, who 

will be awarded a 

$20 gift card. 

Congratulations, 

Yunus! 

 

 


